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Bado Dheri Excavation 2019: A Preliminary Report 

SHAKIRULLAH AND ABDUL HAMEED 

Abstract 

The intensive archaeological explorations in Mansehra since 2006 have unfolded 

thousands of archaeological sites and monuments. Most of the discovered sites, based on their 

architectural styles and other associated artefacts, have been assigned to the Buddhist era. Many 

of the Buddhist sites, due to their rich archaeological potential in terms of artefacts, have been, 

either completely destroyed or severely damaged by the antiquarians. Plundering of the Buddhist 

sites on the hands of antique dealers and the site owners is still in progress in the Mansehra and 

its surrounding regions at an alarming rate. Hence, we are not only losing the archaeological 

monuments and artefacts but also valuable data that may help to throw light on the history of the 

region. In such a distressing situation, the Department of Archaeology, Hazara University, 

Mansehra has been trying to explore and excavate these endangered sites and document them 

before they completely disappear. 

The said department with the financial assistance of the Higher Education Commission, 

(HEC) Pakistan, recently embarked on a rescue excavation at Bado Dheri, one of the 

endangered Buddhist sites, located near Gandhian, between the Karakorum Highway and the 

newly constructed CPEC road. The salvage field investigation at Bado Dheri unearthed 

important archaeological remains including ceramics, bones and stone wall structures. A 

preliminary description and analysis of these discoveries is presented in the present paper.  
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Introduction 

Mansehra, one of the most important districts of Hazara Division, is generally known for 

its panoramic landscape comprising beautiful valleys, snow-covered mountains and lush green 

fertile fields. The city of Mansehra is located about 161 km from Islamabad. It lies between 

73°11'52.79"E longitude and 34°19'52.98"N latitude. Due to its unique geographical position 

Mansehra has been one of the most important halting places for the travellers at least since the 

early historic period. The Ashokan Edicts near Butt Pul, Mansehra engraved on stone boulders 

testify to its importance during the Mauryan period. Recent archaeological discoveries in 

Mansehra have shown that the region has remained under human occupation during the Indo 

Greek era. Evidences of the Indo Greek have been reported from Reeran, Zaro, Dheri, Dhodial 

and Kashtara sites (Hameed, 2012). The most extensive number of sites found during the 

surveys, basing on the masonry and archaeological artefacts, is assigned to the Buddhist period 

ranging from the 1st century BCE to the 5th century CE. Important among these are Zar Dheri, 

Bado Dheri, Naukot, Pir Kot and Hamsheriyan (Hameed, 2012). Remains of the Hindu Shahis, 

Ghaznavids, Timurids, Mughals, Sikhs and the British unfolded in the region show that 

Mansehra, like its surrounding regions, was continuously occupied by different human races 

from the early historic to the colonial era (Ali et al, 2011; Hameed, 2012). 

A Review of Earlier Archaeological Research in Mansehra 

The account left by Xuanzang, one of the Chinese pilgrims who visited Hazara in the 7th 

century, is considered to be the earliest written document on the region. In his account, 

Xuanzang   mentions Hazara as Wu-La-Shi and informs us about the presence of Buddhist stupa 

built by Ahoka (Beal, 1906). 
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The first systematic archaeological investigation in the region was carried out by Harold 

Hargraves, Superintendent of the Archaeological Survey of India, Frontier Circle, in 1920s. He 

visited Mansehra in 1920 with the purpose to document the Ashokan Edicts. During his visit, 

Hargreaves also discovered and documented many other sites including Kot Sirkap and Zar 

Dheri (Hargreaves, 1923). 

A.D.H. Bivar, a well-known British scholar also contributed to the study of archaeology 

of Mansehra region. He published a detailed report on Zar Dheri and in his report he mentions 

Zar Dheri to be the most probable provenance of the  gold relic model, which was displayed in 

the exhibition of the Indian Art in 1978 (Bivar, 1996).  

The Gazetteer of Hazara is considered to be one of the most important documents on Hazara 

Region. It was updated by H.D. Watson, civil service, settlement officer in 1884. Watson 

updated the Gazetteer with fresh data on geography, natural and cultural resources, socio-

religious & political condition of the region (Watson, 1907).  

Inayat ur Rehman, has discussed the political history of the region with special reference 

to the Turks with their capital at Guli Bagh. He has also given a detailed description of Guli 

Bagh monuments (Rehman, 1989: 242-48). The article published by Shama Habib focuses on the 

Ashoken edits at Mansehra Habib, 2001: 88). While Saifur Rahman Dar also mentions many 

archaeological sites along the Silk Route including Zar Dheri, Zaro Dheri and Pishora located in 

Mansehra region (Dar, 2006). 

The first systematic excavation in Mansehra was carried out by a joint team of 

archaeologists from Tokyo National Museum, Japan and the Department of Archaeology and 

Museums, Government of Pakistan. The team spent seven seasons at the Zar Dheri excavating 
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the Buddhist remains. This long term project unearthed the earliest cruciform stupa with a 

monastic complex. The antiquities unearthed during these excavations include 146 stone 

sculptures and architectural elements, copper coins and a large number of pottery (Youshihide, 

2010; 2011). Prior to these excavations the team also carried out archaeological survey in the 

region and documented 54 sites. Of these, Purana Sajikot and Chatian Kot are located in 

Mansehra (Sardar 1995; Hameed; 2012).  

The stone sculptures reported from Zar Dheri were studied and analyzed by Abdul 

Azeem. Azeem in his article compares some of the sculptures with those reported from Butkara-I 

and Saidu Sharif (Azeem 2002). 

Abdul Samad and Ibrahim Shah in their articles have given a detailed account of the 

Hindu Temples in Mansehra. Both these papers focuses on the history and architecture of Shiva 

Temples located to the left side of the Karakoram Highway near Gandhian (Samad, 2008; Shah, 

2013).  

Ibrahim shah and Abdul Hameed also give a detailed description of the Muslim period 

monument near Naukot, Mansehra. Their article focuses on the history and architecture of the 

 r       u   t  ttr  ut   t   y                    r   y    w   s    h Hamadan (Shah and 

Hameed, 2013).  

But the most extensive archaeological field investigations in Mansehra and other districts 

of Hazara division started after the establishment of the Department of Archaeology at Hazara 

University in 2008. Initially, it was the Department of Cultural Heritage and Tourism 

Management (CHTM) established at Hazara University in 2006 that was later on split to five 

academic departments including Archaeology. The first extensive but short term joint project 
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t t    “M pp     f Cu tur    ss ts    t   K      V    y” w s st rt      2006  y t     p rt   t 

of CHTM and UNESCO with the financial support of the Norwegian Government. This mapping 

survey brought to light hundreds of cultural heritage sites including 54 archaeological sites and 

historical monuments (Ali et al, 2012).  

After the split of CHTM, the department of Archaeology extended the archaeological 

surveys to the entire Mansehra as well as in to the surrounding districts of Abbottabad and 

Haripur. These field investigations continued with the financial assistance of the British Council, 

National Funds for Cultural Heritage (hereafter NFCH) and the Higher Education Commission 

(HEC), Pakistan. More than 1000 archaeological sites and monuments ranging from the early 

historic to the colonial era, have been discovered and documented during the process of field 

explorations. Preliminary reports of these explorations have been published by the department in 

different reputed research journals including Pakistan Heritage vols. 1, 2 and 3) and Frontier 

Archaeology vol. 8. (Ali et al, 2009; 2010; 2011). In addition, the data has also been thoroughly 

analyzed by the MPhil and PhD scholars of the department of Archaeology in their theses and 

dissertations (Hameed, 2012; Sonia, 2019; Zeeshan, 2019; Uzair, 2020; Zahoor, 2019; Arif, 2020 

& Usman, 2020).  

The archaeological explorations in Mansehra provided archaeologists the luxury to select 

potential sites for excavations. One of the explored sites (i.e. Kandar Bedadi, located to the left 

side of the Siran river) was excavated by the said department in 2007-08. The second site i.e. 

Bado Dheri which is the focus of the present report has been recently excavated by the 

department of Archaeology with the financial support of the HEC under NRPU project.  
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Location and Discovery  

Bado Dheri, one of the newly explored Buddhist sites is located on the left bank of 

Gandhian stream between the Karakoram Highway and the newly constructed CPEC road in 

district Mansehra (Fig. 1-2). It lies between 34°23'13.24" north latitude and 73°12'57.50" east 

longitude.  

The site was discovered by the Department of Archaeology, Hazara University, 

Mansehra in 2007-08 along with hundreds of other Buddhist remains in Mansehra region. It was 

revisited and documented by a team of archaeologists from the said department during the 

archaeological explorations in 2016-17.  

This site, along with two other archaeological remains (i.e. Zar Dheri Buddhist remains 

and Guli Bagh) all located in district Mansehra, were selected for excavations in 2019 by the 

Department of Archaeology, Hazara University, Mansehra under the National Research Program 

for Universities (NRPU) initiated by the Higher Education Commission (HEC).  

Having remained at the mercy of the antique dealers since the time it fell into ruins, the 

site had been severely damaged and looted. The north western part of the site is covered with 

houses constructed soon after the earthquake of 2005. While the remaining part of the site has 

been divided into residential plots and sold by local property dealers. The site is presently owned 

by more than 10 individuals. Each of the plots is demarcated by a damp-proof course (DPC). 

One of the newly constructed houses is built at a distance of 5m to the main stupa. In summary, 

the site has been severely damaged by the illegal operations as well as encroachment and the 

remaining part including the central mound (main stupa), which is also disturbed is going to be 

bulldozed in a year or two to flatten the entire surface for modern construction. Thus, a rescue 

operation was required to unearth what is left before it completely disappears.  
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The first field season was focused on Bado Dheri Site. Excavation at the site was carried out 

from August 15, 2019 to November 10, 2019. This excavation aimed at: 

 Rescue the site from further damage into the hands of the antiquarians and the site 

owners  

 Document and publish what is left intact at the site  

 Know about the archaeological potential of the site  

 Train the students of Archaeology in Field Archaeology, Hazara University, Mansehra  

A Preliminary report of this field investigation is presented here. 

Layout of Trenches  

Prior to starting digging, the site was properly documented by taking detailed/general 

photographs (Pl. I) of the various features and a topographic map (Fig. 3). A grid plan of the site 

was prepared by f    w    W     r’s t     qu s. F r t  s purp s ,   tu  p   t w s f x        

stone at the top of the main stupa that is 949 metres above the sea level (Pl. II). A total of 1008 

trenches were laid at the site. Each of these trenches measures 5x5 metres including a 1 metre 

balk between them. Of these, a row of 36 trenches were laid in east-west and 28 trenches were in 

north-south directions. Having prepared the grid plan, each of the trenches was allotted a specific 

number. Allotment of the said numbers to the trenches was started from the northwestern corner. 

Horizontally, the numbers started with digit 1; while vertically it starts with A in alphabetical 

order.  Thus, the first trench at the northwestern corner bears number (i.e. A/1). While the last 

trench at south eastern corner ends with [(-B/36) (Fig. 4)].  

Archaeological Excavation at Bado Dheri  

Having finished the pre excavation exploration the four trenches i.e. M/11, M/12, M/13 

and M14 all located to the west of the main stupa were opened with the purpose to find traces of 
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the chapels that are usually found around the principal stupa. Excavation of these trenches 

revealed stone (fallen) debris (Pl. III, Fig. 6) of the stupa that were most probably thrown by the 

illegal diggers during the illegal operat   s. R    rs’ p ts  r      r y v s          r u   t        

stupa apart from the central deep cut dug by the diggers to find precious objects i.e. coins and 

relic casket. Apart from the stone debris the four trenches revealed a large number of potsherds 

and faunal remains.  In addition, two rough stone platforms were also exposed in Ml11 and M/12 

at the depth of 89 cm below the surface level. Both these platforms show later occupation of the 

site, after it was abandoned as a Buddhist complex. Excavation at this area of the site continued 

at the depth of 110 cm. 

After reaching the virgin soil in M/11, M/12, M/13 and M/14 the excavation was shifted 

to the northern side of the main stupa where four new trenches i.e. I/18, J/18, K/18 and L/18 

were selected for excavation. Results of the excavation of these trenches were not different from 

those of the first four trenches. Excavation here revealed stone debris mixed with potsherds and 

faunal remains. In addition, one small stone with a hole in the centre and one barrel shape bead 

(probably modern) were also unearthed during the process of investigation.  

The excavation was further extended to the south towards the main stupa to clear the 

outer (northern) wall of the stupa. For this purpose L/18 was initially excavated. The disturbed 

deposit comprising stone debris was removed up to the depth of 220cm below the surface, 

beneath this, two intact layers, composed of stone rubbles including Kanjur fragments, potsherds 

and fragments of lime plaster were revealed. The outer wall of the stupa was also exposed to the 

south of the said trench. The original structure was made of river rolled lime stone in rubble 

masonry (Fig. 7, Pl. IV-V). Mud mortar was used as the only binding material. A large number 

of knajur dressed fragments and remnants of exposed lime plaster indicate that the outer wall 
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was given a Kanjur facing that was then covered with lime plaster. An intact portion of the 

kanjur facing was also exposed at the depth of 247cm below the surface it extended towards the 

west covering an area of 120cm.  

Having exposed the outer wall of the main stupa, the digging was extended horizontally 

towards the east and west following the structure on both sides. The main purpose of extending 

the digging was to know about the layout, size and shape of the stupa and prepare its detailed 

drawing before its disappearance. Towards the west the excavation was extended to K/17, L/16 

and eastern part of L/15 where the northwestern corner of the stupa was exposed. While towards 

the east the digging was extended to K/19 where the north eastern corner of the stupa was 

revealed. After clearing both corners of the main stupa, the excavation was extended towards 

south following the traces of eastern and western walls of the stupa. The western wall of the 

stupa was already exposed by illegal diggers up to the centre where they dug a deep trench to 

find the relic casket. The eastern side of the stupa was also found damaged due to illegal 

operations of antique dealers but was comparatively in a better state of preservation.  

Description of the intact Layers  

Trench No. K/17 (Elevation 943.39m ASL) 

Layer 01 (Lot #19851): Surface layer composed of grass, shrubs, stone rubbles and modern 

plastic; it came to an end at the depth of 24cm below the surface. No significant cultural material 

was found.  

 Layer 02-03 (Lot #19852-53): Disturbed layers comprising stone rubbles and very few 

potsherds; lot 19853 came to an end at the depth of 214cm below the surface.  

Layer 04 (Lot #19854: An intact lot finally rev           t  t   r    rs’    p  t t     pt   f 

214cm below the surface. Lot #19854 was composed of stone debris including kanjur fragments, 



SHAKIRULLAH AND ABDUL HAMEED 

 

240                                                                                                                                           PAKISTAN HERITAGE 12 (2020) 

potsherds. The terracotta potsherds revealed from this lot are thinner in texture and finer than 

those found from the earlier trenches including those of trial trenches. Lot #19854 was hard in 

texture as compared to the above disturbed deposit.  

Layer 05 (Lot #19855): A 44cm thick layer revealed at the depth of 220cm below the surface. 

Like 19854, this lot was also hard in texture. It was composed of stone debris including kanjur 

fragments, charcoal and terracotta potsherds. The number of potsherds increased in this lot. The 

ceramics found from this lot includes broken bowls and other potsherds of fine quality, well fired 

and thin in texture. In addition, lime plaster fragments attached to the kanjur, also revealed for 

the first time giving a clue of the use of lime at the site. Another interesting find exposed from 

this lot, include the remnants of the kanjur dressed facing on the rubble stone (northern wall) of 

the main stupa.  

Trench No. K/18 (Elevation 943.39m ASL) 

Layer 01 (Lot #19801): Surface layer comprising grass, shrubs, stone rubbles and modern 

plastic; no significant archaeological objects were found from this lot.  

Layer 02-03 (Lot #19802-03): Disturbed layers comprising stone rubbles and very few 

potsherds; lot 19803 came to an end at the depth of 214cm below the surface.  

Layer 04 (Lot #19804: An intact lot (Pl.VI) revealed beneath the disturbed deposit.  Lot #19804 

was composed of stone debris including kanjur fragments, potsherds. The terracotta potsherds 

revealed here are similar to those unearthed from lot #19854. Among the finds, unfinished head 

of sand stone with traces of lime plaster is worth-mentioning. The head was found near the 

northern wall of the stupa.  

Layer 05 (Lot #19855):A 44cm thick layer revealed at the depth of 220cm below the surface. 

Like 19804, this lot was also hard in texture. It was composed of stone debris including kanjur 
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fragments, charcoals and terracotta potsherds. The number of potsherds increased in this lot. The 

ceramics found from this lot include a tiny pot of fine quality, well fired and thin in texture. In 

addition, lime plaster fragments attached to the kanjur, also revealed for the first time giving a 

clue of the use of lime at the site. The remaining portion of the kanjur dressed facing on the 

rubble stone (northern wall) of the main stupa exposed here.  

Trench No. K/19 (Elevation 943.39m ASL) 

Layer 01 (lot # 19901): Surface layer composed of grass, shrubs, stones and modern plastic 

material. No significant cultural material revealed.  

Layer 02 (lot # 19902): A disturbed layer composed of stone rubbles and plastic material, (heap 

left by the antiquarians), correlated with lot # 19852-53 in K/18 and lot # 19802-03 in K/17.  

Layer 03 (lot # 19903: A compact layer exposed at the depth of 60 cm below the surface level; 

lot # 19903 was composed of stone rubbles including kanjur fragments and potsherds; correlated 

with 19854 in K/18 and 19804 in K/17.  

Layer 04 (lot # 19904): An intact layer composed of kanjur fragments, terracotta potsherds, 

charcoals and fragments of lime plaster, the number of potsherd increased in this lot; correlated 

with 19855 in K/18 and 19805 in K/17.  

Trench No. L/15 (Elevation 943.39m ASL) 

Layer 01 (Lot # 21501: Surface layer, composed of grass, shrubs, stones; correlated with 19801 

in K/17. No significant finds reported during the process of excavation. 

Layer 02 (Lot # 21502): Disturbed layer composed of stone rubbles and modern plastic 

materials. 

Layer 03 (Lot # 21503): Compact layer composed of stone rubbles including kanjur fragments; 

terracotta potsherds; correlated with lot # 19804 in K/17.  
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Layer 04 (lot # 21504): An intact layer composed of kanjur fragments, terracotta potsherds, 

charcoals and fragments of lime plaster, the number of potsherd increased in this lot; correlated 

with 19855 in K/18 and 19805 in K/17.  

In addition, two trial trenches i.e. H/25 and I/23 (P. VII) were partially excavated to 

confirm whether or not the entire site was disturbed and reoccupied during the latter period. In 

H/25, a small area of 2x2m on the southwestern corner of the trench was selected for digging. 

While in I/23,  the digging was carried out in the northwestern corner of the trench extending up 

to 3mm N/N and 2m E/W. Both these trenches revealed similar type of mixed cultural deposits 

comprising stone rubbles, potsherds and animal bones including a buffalo horn (all seem to be of 

later period).    

Structural Remains Exposed at Bado Dheri, Mansehra  

The continuous illegal operations of antiquarians, modern construction and the use of the 

remaining part of the site for agriculture, have caused irremediable damage to the entire site. 

With the result, all the important structures including (the possible subsidiary stupas, chapels and 

the monastery) that we usually see attached to the main stupa, at most of the Buddhist sites in 

and outside the Gandhara region,had already disappeared prior to our systematic investigation at 

the site. The Main stupa was also severely damaged by the antiquity hunters in 1998. However, 

the existing remains of the stupa (i.e. exterior walls of the core with traces of Kanjur facing) give 

us a clue not only to its plan and orientation but also to its construction and later additions and 

alterations.  

The main stupa is square in plan measuring 21.80x21.80m. Exterior walls of the stupa are 

made of undressed rubbles and mud mortar is used as the only binding material. Due to the sever 

plundering of the site at the hands of antiquarians, the staircases provided to the stupa have 
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completely disappeared. However, based on the huge size dressed blocks of lime stone (Pl. VIII), 

it may be assumed that steps to the stupa were provided on the northern side. Traces of the 

Kanjur facing (Pl. IX) covered with lime plaster were also seen adhered to the northern wall of 

the stupa show later additions and alterations. No traces of the yashti and Chatras of the stupa 

were found; while the drum badly damaged, thus could not be cleared.  

 

 

Important Findings  

As mentioned earlier the site, having remained at the mercy of antiquarians for many 

decades, had been mercilessly damaged. Due to the dilapidated condition of the site, it could not 

be expected to find much precious artefacts like coins and sculptures. However, objects like 

ceramics, bones and structural remains were expected to be found that may give an insight to the 

history and architecture of the site. The excavation at Bado Dheri revealed a large number of 

ceramics and bone fragments. Of the ceramic remains, only one tiny pot was found in complete 

condition from Lot 19804 in Trench K/17. Other important registered finds include:  

1. Terracotta Tiny Pot (BDGM-001) 

Excavations of the trenches laid at a distance from the main stupa on its western and 

northern sides revealed a large number of terracotta fragments, rough and thick in texture 

and not very well fired. These include fragments of jars, pitchers and small and medium 

size pots. While those unearthed from the debris left by the illegal diggers closer to the 

exterior of the main stupa were of fine quality and thinner in texture. Only one tiny pot 

(BDGM-001, Pl. X) was found complete. It was found in the intact layer near the 

remnant of the kanjur facing that was also left intact from the shovels of the illegal 
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diggers. The pot is round in shape provided with a flat rim and a base. It measures 10.08 

cm in height. The rim measures 8 cm in diameter while the body is 10.5. cm in diameter. 

It was reported from lot no.19804 in trench K/17. 

2. Terracotta spindle whorl (BDGM-002) 

The excavation at Bado Dheri revealed three terracotta spindle whorls. Of these, only one 

(i.e. BDGM-002, Pl. XI) was found intact. While the remaining two were reported 

broken into small pieces. The bicone spindle whorl measure 5 cm in dia and 3.5 in width. 

Deep scratches can still be notice on the surface of the spindle whorl. Due to uneven and 

over firing the exterior surface of the spindle whorl has turned into black.  

3. Barrel Shape Bead (BDGM-003) 

A long barrel shape plastic/glass bead (P. XII) was unearthed from the surface in trench 

I/17. It is most probably a modern one. It measures 3.1 cm in length and 0.2 cm in 

diameter.  

4. Stone Object (BDGM-004) 

Another important object from Bado Dheri is a miscellaneous stone object with a hole in 

the centre (Pl. XIII). It came from the surface collection and measures in I/18 and 

measures 4.9 x2 cm and might have been used as a spindle whorl.  

5. Unfinished Head (BDGM-005) 

A sand stone unfinished human head (Pl. XIV) was reported from lot no. 19854 in trench 

K/18. The facial features of the head are not clear but the carved band of the headdress is 

very much clear.  This unfinished human head was found in association with lime 

fragments. The head measures 30x28 cm.  

6. Grinding Stone(BDGM-006) 
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Grinding stone (Pl. XV) with pestle was unearthed from lot no. 16254, trench no. I/18. 

The cylindrical shape grinding stone measures 11.5x5.5.x3 cm. 

No inscribed objects including coins were found during our present field investigation, 

but luckily we were able to get access to the private collection of Mr. Aamir Sultan, one of the 

present owners of the site. Mr. Aamir Sultan was kind enough to allow us to document the 

debased gold hoard of coins lying in his private collection. We are also indebted to Prof. Gul 

Rahim Khan from the University of Peshawar who deciphered the hoard. A detailed description 

of the hoard is given as under:   

7. Debased Gold Hoard of Kidarites 

All coins are uniform in their design. These were struck in debased gold almost look like 

silver. They belong to Kidara, a Kidarite king who ruled in the late 4th or beginning of 

5th century. It seems to be a small hoard buried in the beginning of 5th century. 

The description of these coins is as: 

Obverse. King standing frontally in Kushan style, head turned to left, wearing peaked 

cap, diadem and kaftan with elongated hems on left and right sides, the right hand is 

sacrificing over altar and left holding staff, a trident standing in the left field behind altar. 

Brahmi inscription Kushana (off flan) in the right field, kidara under left arm and kapana 

(often off flan) near outside right leg. 

Reverse. Female figure (Ardoxsho) seated frontally on a throne, wearing double robe 

dress, holding diadem in the right hand and cornucopia in the left.  

The figures are degenerate and stylized.  
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     1 
   2    3    4 

 

Discussion and Conclusion  

The excavation at Bado Dheri was a rescue one primarily conducted to record whatever 

was left intact from the spade of the illegal diggers. The excavation did not reveal any precious 

object like coins and sculptures but the limited structural remains, including core of the main 

stupa and the remnants of Kanjur facing, give us enough clue about the construction and later 

alteration made to the main stupa.   

The stupa is very unusual in terms of material and construction technique. The core of the 

stupa is made of undressed sandstones and mud is the only binding material used to fill the gaps 

between these stones. Traces of the Kanjur facing reported on the northern side along with large 

size dressed stones show the encasement and alteration made during the later periods. 

 A total of ten trenches (including two trial trenches) were opened at a distance from the main 

stupa to find traces of subsidiary stupas and chapels that are usually found around the main stupa 

in Gandhara region. But excavation of these trenches have confirmed that the site was 

mercilessly damaged, no traces of any subsidiary stupa and chapels were left intact. Potsherds 

(rough in texture) and bone fragments including horns of buffalo revealed from all these trenches 

clearly show later occupation of the site.  
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Among the objects of archaeological importance, a sandstone unfinished human found 

next to the exterior northern side wall of main stupa. No facial features can be seen on the 

unfinished head but the band of the headdress that runs all around the head is very clear 

(Personal comm. With Mr. Iftikhar, sculptor from Taxila) and almost uniformly carved. The lime 

fragments found along this unfinished head indicate that the sand stone core was applied with a 

thick lime plaster and the facial features might have been moulded in lime. Being hard and crude, 

sand stone was not used by the Gandhara artists for carving sculptures, rather they preferred the 

use schist stone due to its softness and glossiness  . But in Taxila and present Hazara regions, due 

to the absence of schist stone, the artists either used lime/clay for moulding sculptures or brought 

the raw material of schist stone from greater Gandhara including Buner and Swat regions and 

this sandstone unfinished head is the first example of its kind found from Bado Dheri, Mansehra.     

It is difficult to establish a complete chronology of the site with scanty material evidences 

found at the site. But the initial construction of the main stupa, based on its masonry (i.e. rubble 

masonry) may be placed in the pre-Parthian period. While the last addition/alteration to the stupa 

in the form of kanjur facing and the use of dressed stone block in the staircase on the northern 

side was probably made during the Kidarites era. Coins of the kidarites showing a female figure 

(Ardoxsho) and Brahmi inscriptions found at the site that are presently owned by Mr. Aamir 

Sultan, resident of Gandhian, Mansehra and one of the owners, clearly indicate the occupation of 

the site as late as the Kidarite period.   
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Figures 

 

Fig. 1. Map Showing location of Bado Dheri between the KKH  

the newly constructed CCPEC Road 

 

 

Fig. 2. Closer View of the stupa at Bado Dheri, Gandhian, Mansehra  
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Fig. 3. Contour Map of Bado Dheri, Gandhian Mansehra showing the elevations of various surface features 
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Fig. 4. Grid Plan of Bado Dheri Gandhian, Mansehra  
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Fig. 5. Bado Dheri Excavation 2019: Exterior wall of the main stupa with traces of Kanjur facing in the centre  

 

Fig. 6. Debris left by illegal diggers  
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Fig. 7. Plan and Cross Section of the Main Stupa at Bado Dheri Gandhian, Mansehra  
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Plates 

 

 

Pl. I. Bado Dheri Gandhian Excavation 2019: Detailed documentation of the site before digging  

 

 

Pl. II. Bado Dheri Gandhian Excavation 2019: Data Point Fixed on the Top of the main stupa 
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Pl. III. Stone debris exposed in M/11. M/12 and M/13 

 

 

Pl. IV. Exterior walls of the stupa constructed in rubble masonry  
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Pl. V. Northeastern and Northwestern corners of the stupa exposed during the current excavation  
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Pl. VI. An intact lot (19804) revealed archaeological artefacts  

 

 

Pl. VII. Trial Trenches opened to the northeast of the main stupa 
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Pl. VIII. Dressed stone blocks unearthed on the northern side of the Stupa 

 

 

Pl. IX. Remnant of Kanjur facing exposed on the northern side of the Stupa 
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Pl. X. Terracotta pot unearthed from Lot no. 19894 in trench K/17 
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Pl. XI. Terracotta spindle whorl (BDGM-002) reported from lot no.23107, trench M/13 

 

 

Pl. XII. Barrel Shaped Bead (BDGM-003) reported from the surface level at I/17 
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Pl. XIII. Stone Object (BDGM-004). Probably a Spindle Whorl reported from the surface level 

 

 

Pl. XIV. Unfinished human head reported from lot no. 19854 in K/18 
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Pl. XV. Grinding stone reported from lot no. 16254, trench no. I/18 

 

 

 


